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sake of purely Balkan questions if Germany did not take
part and if she did not provoke on her own initiative the
application of the casus joederis. In this latter case we
could certainly count on France for the exact and complete
fulfilment of her obligations toward us.
On my part I declared to the French Minister that, while
always being ready to range ourselves on the side of France
in the cases contemplated by our alliance, we also could
not justify to Russian public opinion taking an active part
in the military operations provoked by colonial questions
outside Europe, so long as the vital interests of France in
Europe were not touched. ... I am very glad to have had
the occasion for making the acquaintance of M. Poincare
and of entering into personal relations with him, all the
more so, because the exchange of views which I have had
with him has left me with the impression that in his person
Russia possesses a sure and faithful friend endowed with
* exceptional political ability, and with an inflexible determi-
nation. In case of a crisis in international relations, it
would be very desirable that our ally should have as her
head, if not M. Poincare himself, at least a personality pos-
sessing the same decision and as free from the fear of re-
sponsibility as the present French Prime Minister.223
Faced with the fait accompli of the Balkan League and
the potential dangers involved in it, Poincare took steps
with the other Powers to try to* prevent the Balkan States
from actually going to war. But they came too late. The
Balkan Wars of 1912-1913 increased the delicacy and the
importance of Franco-Russian relations, and also of rela-
tions between the Triple Entente and Triple Alliance.
During the first weeks of the Balkan Wars his policy re-
mained the same as on his visit to Russia; restraint of
Sazonov from rash steps through insistence on a preliminary
exchange of views, coupled, however, with assurances of
223 Sazonov's report; to the Tsar, Aug. 17, 1912; M.F.R., p. 255 fi.;
L.N., II, 338 ff.; Stieve, II, 219 ff.; and (in part) Siebert-Schreiner, pp.
•652-655. Cj. also Poincare, II, 99-169, especially 114ff.; and below, ch v.

